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A D ER TI SE MD EN T. 


* HE following Epiſtle was written a few years ago. Since 
2 that time it has received confiderable corrections By this, 
however, the Author by no means infinuates that it has re- 
ceived all the corrections neceſſary. On the contrary, ever ſince 
part of it has been printed, he has obſerved ſome things in the 
ſtructure, and in the verſification, which perhaps might require 
neee He has not, pans any material changes 
conſequence of this, convinced that an author, eſpecially on 

. ——— a praggr, judge. of what he has him- 
ſelf written. He ſubmits the whole, therefore, with great defe- 
rence, to the qe oe of the Public. For, after a all, he may be 
charged, perhaps, with beſtowing more pains on theſe verſes 
than any, thought they conveys or any images they preſent, de- 
| ſerye. —Though, in the Poetical Epiſtle, a digreſſive r manner of 
— — may be juſtified by examples of great authority; yet, in 
che moſt defultory, there beat to be unity of ſubject, and a con- 
neection, more or leſs intimate, between all the parts. Leſt theſe 
_ qualities ſhould not be fo cmd apparent in the following 
Poem as the Author could wiſh, he has taken the liberty of of- 
fering his readers an Argument, ſhewing the general | deſign, 
and the connection ſubſiſting between the different illuſtrations 
and digreſſions. 


Foun? 


7 


ARGUMENT. 


A R 
to a young, 
2 tk $3 7 t ae ** 1 4 1 : Gy 
8 43s ls LP Hiſtory, being chiefly an account > the « ca- | 
 lemities.of mankind, ariſing, from unruly paſſions, becomes i im- 
| proving, if, by the it exhibits, we feel indigna- 
tion and pity ; and if, by the influence of theſe emotions,” or 
| feeling alone does not conſtitute virtue, we are rend 
ful c over out on own 5 e, as to to impoſe reſtraint « on _impetuous 
paſſions. yl 1 1 


Line 43 — 96. Among the paſſions oceaſſoning the over- 
throw of ſtates, and the miſery of mankind, Ambition, 
1. e. the love of fame i in a perverted ſtate, | requires particular 41 
'-  tention.} Violent in its career, it produces war, and the deftruc- 
uon of the human race. Succeſs and victory, im the ſtruggles 
occaſioned by Ambition, produce eaſe and the love of pleaſure. 
Of this f tuation, and of this principle, the immediate conft 
q | x quences are Tuxury and the debaſement of the human mind. 


* 


YZ Line 44 16. Ambition and r compared; with an 


429 


eden the luer 6 mare pernicious e mankind than 


the former. 


"Hh DN Firſt bn of the * by a de- 
fcription of the conduct and effects of Ambition. How dread- 
ful ſoever the calamities it occaſions, they are not of long dura- 
tion. | 


Mis: 214 097 


Line 149,——221. Second proof, by an illuſtration of the 
conduct of Luxury, and of its effects in producing profligacy 
and diſcaſes. The evils it e are laſting, and without in- 
terruption. 


Line 222. 


29 5. The Author, juſtified and exits by the 
above mokratie and deſcription, indul ges a digreſſion, ſhewing, 


in a manner, the evils ariſing from an 6 de- 


1 * of diſolutenels; and, pi fag by — hs 
foregoing, deſcription. with the character of a young man perſe- 
vering with ſpirit in a courſe of becoming conduct. 1 


Line 206.——34' The compariſon between the effects of 
Luxury and Ambition reaſſumed; and the affirmation, that Lu- 


xury 


of the practical admonition ſugę 


1 


0 2 


iidious;(iltuftrated by the downfal of the 
ſtates of Aube and of Rome. Though Ambition and the love 
of rapine way be immediate cauſes of the fall of ſtates; though 
theſe paſſions incited Philip in his invaſion of Greves, and the 
northern nations in their attack on the Roman empire; yet nei- 
her ians nor the Goths could have vanquiſhed A- 
thens and ths, had not the ſpirit of theſe ſtates been already 
„ and had not the love of Pleaſure rendered them. the prey 
of their aſſailants. 


e ee rs eee e Litury les de- 
ſtructive than Ambition again advanced, as having rectived force 
and evidence from the foregoing obſervations ; with reflections 
ſuggeſted by the ſubject on the r men enjoyed be before 
Bert bo were ET os luxury... : 


at the beginning of the 
— and now er err foregoing i iuſtrat 


- 


AMBITION AND LUXURY, 


POETICAL EPISTLE. 


| W L in groves and wild receſſes ſtray, 
. Indulging careleſsly the rural lay; 


You, deeply ſtudious, from th* hiſtoric page 

Gather th” experience of a former age; 

Trace in their progreſs the revolving fates ; BEET ie © 
The riſe and downfal of departed ſtates z wo 
| Obſerve the deeds of gallant chiefs ; and learn 

The path of wiſdom timely to diſcern. 


B Vivid 


„ 


Vivid in fancy 's living ray, behold 
1 he piftir'd tiſſue of our woes unroll'd. Fx ALES 10 N 
Unfolding gradual, in funereal dyes, 

What awful images of guilt ariſe ! 

The fell conſpiracy ! the tyrant's car 

Rolling in triumph thro' the waſte of war ! 

Cities the prey of perſecuting ire! is 
White N blazing 4 in a held of fire! 7 Dell 
The flaming pile for hits 1 in — ſlain! 
Fair Freedom weeping o'er the galling chain! 
And Virtue flying with diſhevell'd hair, ; 
Thro' lurid deſarts from the tyger Care! 
While you behold, dread engines of the Fates, 
Foul paſſions operate the fall of ſtates ; ; | SY ps * 
And ſtain'd with Melancholy's 8 fable dyes, 5 | a W 1 


20 


Atrocious images of guilt ariſe; . : | 1 
May tears of ſorrow and compaſſion flow ! ! | : 2 | 
Your foul wath gen' rous indignation glow ! 1 | | | 85 i | : | 
Nor let the feeling fruitleſsly decay, ” Tn ne 1 
Tranſient as bluſhes of the dawning day ; 
But the coy viſitant, with zeal, arreſt ; 4 SE 
Nor let the ſeraph leave your foul unbleſt. — 30 


(7? 


Warm'd with ecſtatic flame, with homage due, 
| Vow to fair Virtue, love and fealty true: 
Vow, ſpite of perils, dauatleſs to maintain 
The rights and honours of her equal reign : 
And thus reſolv'd, with conſtancy oppoſe. 
The machinations of her vengeful foes. 
To others candid, nor inclin'd to:blame 
Their ſeeming negligence of honeſt fame, 
Be to yourſelf ſevere ; endeavour ſtill | 
To rule the motions of a wayward will: 
In your own boſom to ſuppreſs 
The foes of virtue, paſſions in exceſs. 


Th' imperious inmates of the human breaſt, 
Fierce as when tempeſts, on the wat'ry waſte, 


Confound the elements; with hideous roar 


35 


45 


Feave the ſwoln ſurge, and ſhake th' aſtoniſh'd ſhore ; 


Imperious paſſions are the conſtant cauſe 

Of ruin'd nations, or of trampled laws. 
And flaming fierceſt of th” outrageous crew, 
A ſnaky fury of infernal hue, 

Ambition, parent of impetuous war, 


Laſhes the courſers of her iron car; 


Drives 


<8) 


Drives them relentic{s to th? embattled field; 
Yells in the van, and ſhakes her gleaming ſhield : 
Her with foul havoc ſated, and elate, 

Victory follows in triumphant ſtate; "oy 

And in the frenzy of audacious pride, 
Would drag reluctant Juſtice to his fide ; 
Would, with the tone of mnfolehodenand, | 
Wreſt the deciſive balance from her hand. 
Juſtice, abhorrent, with diſdainful eye, 

| Rebukes the pageant; thro? his hazy ſky, 

On golden wing, ſpeeds her illumin'd way 

To planets veſted in the robes of day. $813 
There Freedom, cloth'd with beaming beauty, ſings 


Her heroes, and their ſcorn of guilty kings; : 


Ia holy union with th? exulting choir 

Of Virtues, modulates the melting lyre ; 
Or in the boſom of a lovely dell, 

Leans by the margin of that living well, 
Whence ſtreams of eeſtacy forever flow ; 


Nor heeds the pageantries and pomps below. 
Proud Victory below, with laurel crown'd, 


Sweeps, with his flowing pall, th? empurpled ground. | 


55. 


70 


See him aſcending his triumphal 

Before him captives, and the ſpoils of war; 
Fall'n Kings lamenting their malignant fates; 

Emblems and idols of departed ſtates: 


And, as the flow proceſſion moves along, 
The air re- echos with th? applauding ſong. 80 


See him, with conſcious dignity, advance! 
Muſic attends him and the feſtive dance; 
Profuſe of fame, in proſtituted verſe, 
Surrounding minſtrels his exploits rehearſe ; 
While armies following, in ſuperb array, | 85 
With hoary elders, join the venal lay. 
And now alluring as the vernal gale- 
Wafting the fragrance of a ſpicy dale; 
The voice of pleaſure, warbling in the breeze, 
Leads him unwary to the vale of eaſe. 
There, while the banquet, and the tuneful lyre, 
Yield him gay paſtime, ang inflame defire, 
The blaſted laurel on his brow decays, | : 
And ſoon he loſes even the love of praiſe ;: 


Lux'ry allures him to the lewd embrace, 2 
And weds the conqueror to foul diſgrace... 


* . 


C. . Ambition l. 


6120) 
: , * N 5 
Ambition! Luxury ! pernicious-pair! 
Children of vengeance ! your united aim 7 11 0 
To ſting with anguiſh, or to blaſt with ſhame ! 100 
The ſame your purpoſe ! but a diff rent courſe wh | 
: Ye follow ; nor exert an equal force. 


( 


Ye ſpoil us, and our raviſh'd honour: 


Ambition riots with impetuous rage, | 

Whelms in a day th' improvements of an age; it 1 
Scorns the ſlow progreſs of ſeducing arts; f 109 

5 And flames a fury arm'd with fiery darts. | 
_ 117 But Lux'ry, diſeiplin'd in ſyten guile, 

| | With honey'd accent and the dimpli , 


ſmile, 

| Or with th* enticement of the tuneful . 

5 | Soothes to delude, and flatters to betray. 110 ; 

| Won by th” alurement of her gay decoys, 

; : More of mankind her hollow ſmile deſtroys ; 

More than Ambition ; tho* the fiends of fate, 
> Rapine and War, i in bloody armour wait, | 725 

1 9 Ready to execute her dire beheſt, 0 1 11 3 

15 : Lance the red light” ning, and lay nations waſte. | 


" # > 
22 25 weigh their merits, with diſcerning care, 7 


Their various conduct, and effects, compare. 


1 ( f I 1 
4 * 
5 


Y 
By judgment guided, let the keen-ey'd maid, 
Fair Fancy, lend thee her enlight'ning ad: 
Chaſte in | deſign, in execution bold, 


She will their features and their forms unfold. 


Obſerve attentive, fleeting as they pals, 


The phantoms ſhifting in her magic glaſs. 


Obſerve Ambition ! Now the hoſts engage : 


Furious ſhe animates their headlong rage. 
See! livid light' ning flaſhes from her eyes; 


The rav'ning hell-hounds by her ſide ariſe: 
Her voice with th' uproar of the fight aſcends, 
And, ſwelling, to the arch of heaven extends. 
Who can the tumult and the ſtrife pourtray, 
The rout and havoc of her waſteful way ? 
Onward ſhe rages with infuriate ſpeed : 


— 


| Moaning around, unpitied victims bleed : 


Reeking with ruddy gore the torrents flow; 


And grim ſhe triumphs in the ſcene of woe. 


Yet ſhall the gloom of this tempeſtuous ſky i; 
Yield to the day-ſpring of returning joy : 
Calm'd by the radiance and the ſmile of peace, 
Th' impetuous fury of the ſtorm ſhall ceaſe. 


120 


„ 


13 


140 
Hail, 


) 
Hail, lovely Peace! before thy golden ray 
The clouds divide; the ſullen ſhades decay: 
Chas'd by th? effulgence of thy ſhooting beam 
The daemons vaniſh with a dreary ſcream : 


The fields are gladdea'd ; hill and dale prolong = 


The liquid muſic of the filvan ſong. 
Lovely thy beam! and long thy genial light 
Shall yield us ſeaſons of ſerene delight. 


Now, foftly ſmiling, with enticement ſweet, 


Pleaſure allures us to her gay retreat; 


Th' enchanted maze, far from Reflection's cell, 


Where noice, and revelry, and riot dwell. 
And, ſhall we follow. to obſerve her there, | 
Leading her orgies to the den of Cires 
While couching low, the glaring ſavage lies 
To ſpring impetuous on the giddy prize? 
Ah na! retir'd on Contem plation's hill, 
View from afar the progreſs ot her {kill. 


Oft in the wilds on Etna's ſwelling ſide, 
Wak'd premature in unſuſpecting pride, 


148 


"=o 


10 


/ 


Buy fires unſeen, that underneath them glow, 
| Bloſſoms, before th* appointed ſeaſon, blow; 


Nor wait till ſpring, with' ſhowers and gentle gales, 


Reſtore ſoft verdure to the hills and dales. 

The wand'ring peaſant, with amazement, views 
The glade adorn'd with unexpectec 
The Genius of the gay retreat reveres; 
With holy awe the graſſy altar rears; 
Pours out libations; offers fruits and flowers; 
And ſeeks repoſe in the devoted bowers. 
Unwary ſtranger ! the foundations ſhake ! 

The priſon'd fires from burſting caverns break: 
The mountain bellows ; pitcky columns riſe ; 
And light'nings flaſh, and flames affail the ſkies: 
Sicilia labours with convulſive throes ; 


The mountain yawns ; the molten torrent flows ; 


Pours down a fiery deluge, and devours 

The blazing foreſt and devoted bowers. 

The bowers of Pleaſure periſh even like theſe? 

While Ruin deſolates the vale of Eaſe; 

Goaſhes his iron teeth; flings to the ground 

The goblet, with the feſtal garland crown'd ; 
7M 


165 


170 


175 


180 


Scatters 


f 


go — —— 
. 


Scatters the ſcreaming bevy ; headlong guides 

The fiery progreſs of ſulphureous tides; _ 

And, with a giant arm, tears from the ſky, FFF 
The N W of MIR . VC 


Inſidious dls hs ſeducing . 
The head inebriates, and corrupts 1 e 8517 5 
Tunefully modulates the melting ſtrain, 1 
Kindling wild frenzy in the fever'd vein; . 
Paints airy viſions, that, with gay delight, 75 DNR 190 
Impoſe illuſion on the raviſh'd ſigt : | 
And, by the power of thine alluring air 
Thine eyes that languiſh, and thy boſom "Bi 7 
Thy features. redd' ning, while affecting awe... cr: 
They ſpread th' infection of a pois nous flame, RE | 195 5 
Thy painful bondage and thy ſpells degrade 1 
The fetter'd ſpirit by thy ſmile betray ; wy | 
And ſoon, Diſeaſes, an inhuman train, 

Begin the horrors of their baneful reign... - 
With mortal anguiſh, and corroding ſtings, _ 7 


Vice fills their quivers, imps their ſooty wings, 


And guides the path of their unerring power Þ 1 


Thro? glooms congenial that around them lour. 


— 


Shiv'rings, 


. 19 } 


 Shiv'rings, and languiſhment, and anxious fear 
Wave their pale banner, and announce them near; 205 
I feel their ſymptoms, while of lurid hue | 35 
The conſcious air ſheds her unwholſome deer 
I hear them panting ! and, ſwift-ſhooting nigh, | 
I trace their arrows in the fickly ſky, x. 141 k1 
Wailing attends them, and the moan ſuppreſa d 20 
That heaves reluQtant in the pining breaſt.— 
Now ſee them eying, with infectious glare, 
Their victim toſſing on the bed of care 
| See, from his weary eyes, they baniſh Sleep, n,, 
Soft power; and doom his weary eyes to weep. 218 
With fiery breath vent their envenom'd fteams ;- 

Whet their fell talons dipp'd in Stygian ſtreams 3 + _-- 
And grinning ghaſtly, while they mock his pains, | 

Tear the frail texture of his burning Veins. 

Come, kindly Death! more kindly far than they, 220 
And draw the curtain on the loathſome _ 


The powerful 9 by he's defi gn 4 
To raiſe, adorn, and dignify the mind, 
With every virtue of the gen rous ſoul, oy 
Fly the foul revel, and thi i as Tate : bowl: | 225 


n P a 
7 „ y 
———— NNE omen 


Where now th* ex 


l 4 16 1 


They, with che ſiſter of 3 m; 


Fair * * * J 


«© 


* 


See che loath'd victim crys _ PO | 
Crawling in early life, deſpis'd, forlorn! | 
His roſeat hues reluctantly decay; 

Spirit fubſides, and 1 15 


Th' inventive energy ? the love of n 
The eager longing for an early name? 
And pre-conceptions of immortal fame ? 
Evaporated, loſt, they leave behind 

The vapid dregs of a degraded mind. 
And yet ſome feelings of his ſtate remain, 
That lead him thral'd to counterfeit diſdain ;_ 
Baſely to-counterfeit contempt of praiſe, 
Sland'ring th* avowal of his better days. 
Diſeaſe and ſorrow in his bowels burn; 
Theſe the requital of unſcemly ſcorn! 


His trembling nerves, and every - 7 $1 of life 


Decay, unequal to th* inglorious ſtrife: 


And ſoon the parent, o'er th' untimely bier, 


Shall pour the tribute of a genuine tear : 


233 


245 


1 


The boon companions feel ſome grief of heart, 
That boon companions ſhould too ſoon depart; 


Attend his obſequies; and, for a day, 
Seem ſad, and ſolemn; peradventure pray! 


Renounce their pleaſures for a day; and then, 
Live, while they live, the life of happy men. 
Glowingith genius and . Seite, . 


Is there a youth whom love of fame inſpires ? 


Him let no maxim of the looſe and vain 
Seduce to mingle in gay Folly's train: 
Him let no taunting ridicule diſmay _ 
From holding ſtedfaſtly his onward way. 
Tho? Folly ſcoff at him, or Envy leer, 
The wiſe eſteem him, and the good revere : 
On him, the ſtay of a declining flate, 
The expectations of mankind await: 
| Glory awaits him; and effulgent praiſe 
Shall gild the fulneſs of his rip' ning days. 
Theſe the rewards of virtue! and for theſe 
He ſcorns th' allurements of ignoble eaſe: 
Still perſeveres ; nor will his ſpirit fail 
Tho? fortune ſwell not his adventrous fail, 
E 


2 50 


255 


260 


Or 


But darkneſs gathers, and the tempeſts hes! 1 


—_ 7: :- 


Or on his early lot perverſely frown ; 270 
Still perſeveres ; and ſhall obtain renown.— s büßt * 


In days of folly, in a froward age, n , ee a . 

Fever 'd with riot, and amuſement's rage, 

Too gay for ſtudy, and too proud for toil, 

See high · birth batt'ning in Preferment's ſoill. 275 

Elate with Vanity's uplifting fumes, | 

See Wealth exulting in his recent plumes ! ES: 

And while the whirlwinds in their caverns ſleep, 

The burniſh'd veſſel, fearleſs of the dee, | 

Her ſtreamers playing with the ſportive breeze, of 5 20 8 
Floats on the ſurface of fallacious eas. 


Where now the minions of high place and power ? x 8 
They reel confounded, and they ſtare aghaſt, 5 | 46s 
Bluſter, and wiſh—theſe troublous times were re paſt; "I 285 5 | 
Make aukward efforts ; what can they do more ? e 
Leap from the helm, and paddle to the ſhore. 3 
Then, ſpite of prejudice, in fortune” 8 ſpite, 2 
Merit emerges from the ſhades of night, „5 
Flames like the day-ſtar in the morning ſky, : 290 | : 
Diſperſes tumult, and diff uſeth joy. „ 


*. + 
LOTS 
— 


* 


( 19 ) 


$o Pit aroſe ; and ſhould 1 yr 
Sav'd from oblivion, live in fu 


To future times they boldly wo L 
Pit the defender of Britannia's fame *. R 


Obſerve th Arhenian)” or the Roman fate, 
And trace the progreſs of their downward fate. eat 
Rouz'd by Ambition, furious from the north, © u . 
The Macedonian Vulture iſſu'd forth. udn 467 f. 
Ambition wing' d him for the vent'rous flight, N 33 300 
And fir'd his ſpirit in the bloody fight, or 0103507 aa 
Till fierce inflam'd, on Cheronaea's field, een kae 
He ſaw th” Athenian to his proweſs er e ee 
Urg'd by the love of rapine, from afar 10 
The blue- ey d Vandal drove the ſtorm of war, e 306% f 
Delug'd the weſtern continent, defy'd” * 1 104.9 eee 
The Roman legions, and o *rwhelm'd their pride: 
Yet, long before the Macedonian came 7 dre ns | : 
To blaſt the glory of th” Athenian lahm, 


The field was fought, che battle loſt and won, te 
Athens was fall'n, her race © of wal dl fun? 8 


* Alluding to a memorable period in iy hiſtory of Great Britain, com- 


mencing with the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fiſty-ſix. 
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Of Wiſdom, and indignant ſoar'd away ! | deer, ere 
Th' enlighten'd Genius, whoſe — eee ee 
Bafff d the fury of the Perſian Lord, 10 Jaber 315 


Vanquiſh'd the myriads of his ſwarming hoſt, 


And drench'd with gore the Aſiatie coaſt, 
Ah! long before the Macedonian arms 1 
Rang in the north, and ſcatter d dire alarms, | 5 


— 


Athens was abject: | Luxury had ſpread 1 Tp OR 320 | 


Her deadly poiſon to the heart and head : 
Inſtead of wiſdom and the love of fame, 


Seducing Plcatare: with: unhallow'd flame, 


* 


Rul'd unoppos'd, and, with audacious "HY 3 | 
Droye active Virtue from that honour'd . 


Honour'd of Freedom; and the tuneful train, 8 


Till Pleaſure, even in Athens, forg'd the chain, 
The chain impos'd on that diſaſtrous day 


When Philip triumph'd | in his eaſy prey. 


No, not Ambition, nor the love of ſpoil TON | 330 
Urging the Scythian ; but th' inſidious toil N 
Prepar'd by luxury, to dire diſgrace, 
Betray'd the glory of the Roman race. 
3 „ 3 
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The love of rapine, or ambition, drew 
To fields of carnage the barbarie crew: 
Before the fury of their vengeful dart 
Fell the fair monuments of human art. 
But long before the rav ning ſhaft was gel, 
Rome was enfeebled, and her ſpirit dead ; | 
Elſe had they fall'n, as fell their lawleſs hoſt, | 
When Marius widow'd. SE an coaſt. 


How. few, alas !. by Honour”! s voice e impell'd, 
From ſloth awaken'd, and from vice with-held, 
Give genius exerciſe, exert their force, 

And perſevere in a progreſſive courſe ! 

How few recover from the burning pain 

| Of poiſon boiling in the fever'd vein !—— 

Of minds infected who can tell the cure? 

Or ſay to the polluted, be ye pure ? 

Pleaſure that won them to the devious way, 

Will ne'er relinquiſh her devoted prey 3 

Nor healing balm into their wounds infuſe; 

Nor heed the pleading of the moral muſe. 

| Who can elicit from the tainted heart, 

The venom flowing from her ranc'rous dart? 
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Or limitation on her power impoſe? 
Or ſtem the torrent of ſi 
Ambition ſtorms like a devouring bl 
But ſoon the tempeſts of her rage are paſt. 
Her power, though ſavage, ceaſes in a day ; Th 
But Pleaſure rules with 1 
She reigns immortal, if ſhe ever reign; _ 
And binds her ſlaves in a deſpotic chain. 
Ah ! while they toil i in unbecoming rer 
The victim ROY 4 on her altar bleeds, 


% at 


O for that Age by antient bards — 5 - 


That fabled age of unpolluted. gold, . 
When Virtue reign'd ; ere 


To mingle potions for deluded man; 


And ſtrove, with arrogant deſign, to bind 
Ignoble fetters on the free-born mind! 

The pillar'd palace, the ſtupenduous dome, 
The carpet glowing from the Perſian loom, 
The ſtory'd ceiling, and the ſilken bed 
Were not: With lowly unambitious head, 


The want of palaces and pomp ſupply'd. 
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ſhelter'd by the green-wood's fide, 
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No bloating revel, no prolong'd repaſt, | ol 
Pamp'ring the body, laid the ſpirit waſte : 

Mankind in peaceful innocence, ſerene, - + 2380 
Enjoy d the produce of the ſylvan ſcene. | 
For them the brake with rip'ning berries glow'd, - 

Tue wild bee murmur'd, and the fountain flow'd ; 
The goat climb'd hazardous the ſhaggy ſteep; 
The green hill echo'd with their bleating ſheep ; 335 
Gay was their morning; and the ſober even 
Heard their pure oriſons aſcend to heaven. 
While th' iron rigour of theſe later days "toy: 
Scoffs at the garland of poetic praiſe, - | 
That meed fo pleaſing to the good and fair, 290% 
The wiſe and valiant of the times that were, 
With bold adventure ſhall my ſong engage; 
Fondly to celebrate that happy age, 
Fabled or true, of unpolluted gold, 
Sung in far loftier ſtrain by thoſe of old. 395 
Then Juſtice ſojourn'd with mankind, and ſaw. 
Their conduct guided by her equal law: FF „5 
By her invited, Truth of eagle eye, | . 1 255 | N 
d Freedom, daughters of the radiant ſky, 5 55 
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(24) | 
Glad of the ſummons, to her „„ 8 
Nor fear d leſt vapours, with contagion. 5 
Should th' azure of their y- weeds pure defile; 
Temp'rance came 1 
By the cool fountain of an upland ſhade ; 
As morning bl at the gate of day. | 1 q | 
The while Simplicity, their genial | 


Blyth ſhepherdeſs, with mellow 
Peace bleſs'd the meeting; and Contentment oft 410 
Smiling, delighted them with 
While ever and. anon the vocal 
Convey'd wild muſic from a diſtant dale, 
Where nymphs and ſhepherds, an exulting 
Gave them high homage in the feſtal ſong. | 415 
No flatt'ry then tun'd her deceitful 
And I uncenſur'd, m ere 
Sung, unſuſpected of the courtier's art, 
The prepoſſeſſions of an ardent heart, N 8 
That glows, my CATHCART, with a genuine flame, 4 
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Meantime for praiſe, let admonition find 

Nor ſcorn the travail of a muſe that loves 
To roam excurſive in fantaſtic groves z = 48 
If haply, by amufing, ſhe may gainn 


As the bee labours in the tufted bowers, 
Glowing with Summer's odorif*rous flowers, 
Gathers the tribute of th” irriguous dell, 
And ftores aſſiduouſſy the waxen cell ; 1 
So from the ſcenes that to your fancy riſe = 3 
Gather the knowledge that will make you wiſe. 

* While you behold, dread engines of the Fates, 
Foul paſſions operate the fall of ſtates, 4325 
And ſtain'd with Melancholy's fable dyes, 
* Atrocious images of guilt ariſe: 
May tears of ſorrow and compaſſion flow ! 
« Your ſoul with gen'rous indignation glow ! 
Nor let the feeling fruitleſsly decay, 440 
« Tranſient as bluſhes of the dawning day; 
© But the coy viſitant with zeal arveft, | 
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heir ſeeming negligence of honeſt fame, 
Be to yourſelf ſevere ; endeavour ſtil! 
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© To rule OY 
© The foes of virtue, 
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